





Booktokis a subcommunity that originated on TikTok as a way to share
g and recommend books to others. As of October 2024,#BookTok had over
52 mllhon videos Wlth over 309 billion views on leTok (VV 1k1ped1a

n.d.).
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While people of all ages engage in this content, the primary audience 1 is =
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female teenagers and young adults,
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Writing books that include abusive be

havior/relationships
continues to

be romanticized by removing the word ‘abusive’ and
replacingit with Dark Romance. b

. duction,
Some books contain darker themes such as eXp-lormg BD S(l;/ll,aaci y
kidnapping and captivity, role playing, rape, violence, an
consent. | :

Studies have shown though that constant exposure to x'flolentk
scenes can cause desensitization (Tabrizi, 2025)..Rea<'i1ng da}]i
romance is fun, it’'s a way to engage in certain fantasies without harm,
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/ » Sexual Assault:
-

Does she file g lawsuit?

. Does she call the police?

Or does she fall in love with him, adding to this idea that it is
something that should be desired.
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On March 21, Lauren T. Mastorsa
with possessing, disseminating, and < |

was charged by Australian police
producing child abuse material.

Controversy sets in és people who read the book report that hints were
dropped revealing that the father's friend has desired the young girl

since she was 3 years old. To make matters worse, the cover of the book
features children's building blocks spelling out the tltle
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