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Introduction

Problem

Aim
Ge n o m ic s  is  tra n s fo rm in g  
d is e a s e  p re ve n tio n , s c re e n in g , 
d ia g n o s is , tre a tm e n t a n d  c a re  
a c ro s s  th e  life s p a n . 
Nu rs e s  g lo b a lly h a ve  fa c e d  
c h a lle n g e s  in  g e n o m ic s  
wo rkfo rc e  d e ve lo p m e n t a n d  
c lin ic a l in te g ra tio n .

Th e  p e rs is te n c e  o f th e s e  
c h a lle n g e s  o ve r d e c a d e s  
h ig h lig h ts  th e  n e e d  fo r in n o va tive  
p o lic y a n d  im p le m e n ta tio n  
s tra te g ie s  to  s u p p o rt n u rs e s  to  
u s e  e vid e n c e  to  o p tim ize  c u rre n t 
ro le s , e vo lve  with  n e w m o d e ls  o f 
c a re , a n d  le a d  h e a lth  s ys te m  
re d e s ig n .

A th re e - p h a s e  m u lti- m e th o d  
s tu d y wa s  c o n d u c te d  to  s u p p o rt 
two  Ca n a d ia n  n u rs in g  
o rg a n iza tio n s  in  a c c e le ra tin g  th e  
in te g ra tio n  o f g e n o m ic s  in to  
o n c o lo g y n u rs in g  e d u c a tio n  a n d  
p ra c tic e  in  Ca n a d a  a n d  to  le a rn  
h o w th is  c o u ld  b e  a p p lie d  to  
o th e r n u rs in g  s p e c ia ltie s .

Phase 1 – c o m p a ra tive  p o lic y 
a n a lys is  (Ca n a d a , US, UK) .
Phase 2 - in te rvie ws  o f o n c o lo g y 
n u rs e s  a n d  p a tie n t 
re p re s e n ta tive s  a n d  a n  
in te rd is c ip lin a ry p o lic y d ia lo g u e . 
Phase 3 - g e n e ra te  p o lic y 
o p tio n s  a n d  re c o m m e n d e d  
a c tio n s .

• Ca n a d a  la c ks  g e n o m ic s  p o lic y 
in fra s tru c tu re . 

• Nu rs e s  n e e d  e d u c a tio n  a n d  
ro le  c la rific a tio n  to  e n g a g e  in  
g e n o m ic s - in fo rm e d  p ra c tic e s . 

• Po lic ie s  s h o u ld  b e  d e ve lo p e d  
c o lla b o ra tive ly b e twe e n  n u rs e s , 
in te rd is c ip lin a ry c o lle a g u e s , 
a n d  h e a lth  s ys te m  u s e rs .

• Co lla b o ra tio n  a c ro s s  c o u n trie s  
c a n  le ve ra g e  e xis tin g  
re s o u rc e s .

• A g lo b a l n u rs in g  re s e a rc h  p la n  
c a n  g e n e ra te  e vid e n c e  a n d  
a vo id  d u p lic a tio n . 

• A h a rm o n ize d  n a tio n a l a n d  
g lo b a l s tra te g y will e n a b le  
n u rs e s  to  le a d  im p le m e n ta tio n  
e ffo rts  a n d  c lo s e  th e  th e o ry-
p ra c tic e  g a p .

On c o lo g y n u rs e s  re q u ire  p o lic y 
to  le a d  a t th e  fo re fro n t o f 
in n o va tio n , c a rve  n e w ro le s  
in te rs e c tin g  with  g e n o m ic s , a n d  
m e e t g ro win g  p a tie n t c a re  
d e m a n d s . Th e s e  s tra te g ie s  c a n  
b e  a p p lie d  to  o th e r n u rs in g  
a re a s .

Nu rs e s  c a n  m a ke  a  s ig n ific a n t 
c o n trib u tio n  to  g e n o m ic s  
s e rvic e s . Po lic y in fra s tru c tu re  c a n  
g u id e  e d u c a tio n  a n d  le a d e rs h ip  
to  a s s is t n u rs e s  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  
d e s ig n in g  n e w ro le s  a n d  c a re  
p a th wa ys  th a t a d d re s s  p a tie n ts ’
id e n tifie d  n e e d s  in  th e  p re c is io n  
o n c o lo g y e ra .
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