
Freedom Convoy

Protest for the right to go to restaurants,

movie theatres, concerts, public gaming, etc.

Removal of vaccine passports and mandates.

caused a “State of Emergency” in Ontario

Contributed to fatal car accidents,

numerous assaults, harrassment of

community services and locals, using torture

tactics, noise complaints, fear of local

residents, increased cases of COVID-19,

assaulting officers and paramedics,

appropriation and mocking of other cultures

or legitimate protests, blocking traffic. 

272 arrests

What Can a Protestor Be 

Arrested For?

Possession of a weapon

dangerous to the public peace 

Causing disturbance 

Mischief of property Assault

(includes assaulting a police

officer; assault to resist arrest) 

Obstruct police

Rioting

 Unlawful assembly

Fairy Creek Protest

Protest for the protection of old

growth forests, endangered animals,

and traditional medicines unique to

old growth forests. 

Held in old growth forests on the

traditional and unceded

territories of Pacheedaht nation,

on parliment property and 

No complaints by public on

conduct

Over 1,000 arrests

Prejudice: A Matter
of Life or Death?

Introduction
Gordon Allport’s (1954) Contact Theory, proposes that

meanngful contact between out groups will help reduce

prejudice. When we use contact theory to observe canadian

protests, settler society and colonial structures continue to

demonstrate an aversion to this collaborative experience, even

to the detriment of Canadian Society. RCMP are often quicker

to react to indigenous lead protests, despite indigenous lead

protests often support the land, people and our collective

health. Why does dominant society uphold prejudice when

supporting a sustainable and self sufficient future?

Current research
A review of current research shows that “othering” indigenous peoples or

framing some as “good” and others as “bad”, reaffirms the dominant

canadian identity. “bad” indigenous peoples engage in protest, “good”

indigenous people do not. It is because of this assimilationist narrative that

dominant canadian society reject indigenous initiatives and meet these

initiatives with confrontation, rather than support. It is this black and

white lens that has settlers both identifying and not identifying with

Indigenous Peolpes, this confliction causes settlers to try to regain their

self identity by reproducing these narratives of indigenous protestors being

“bad” and a threat to the dominant canadian identity. (Baker & verrelli, 2017)

Proposed research

I would be taking a qualitative approach with this research,

reviewing literature, media coverage of protests and conducting

questionnaires. It is through this research that I hope to bring

increased understanding to the narratives around settler vs

indigenous lead protests. why some societies will hold onto and

reproduce prejudice narratives, even in the face of death. No

country can continue without a land to sustain life, the work of

land guardianship is often left to indigenous communities and

their work is “othered” and seen as opposing dominant society

and its advancement. 
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