i .

ELLIAN £6X




Feminism has and will continue to evolve
rapidly, -and as the world rapidly changes
with it, it's easy to forget its roots.
And, while feminism has undoubtedly done
a lot of good, mainstream movements have
often neglected those whose identities
are too 'divisive’ for the outside
society to digest. This includes people
of colour, queer folk, disabled people,
and poor people, to name a few factors

disenfranchisement.
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Active in Canada durxng the early
twentieth century, the Suffragettes are
rightfully recognized as the group who
kickstarted the fight for women’s right

to vote. But what many don’t know is that
they only fought for the right to:vote
for white, able-bodied, wealthier women.
Many were racist, and supported the
eugenics movement- a movement that
espoused the idea of selective breeding
to promote a ‘better’ human race, and was
the basis for forced sterilisation in
Canada of women of colour (most notabiy
indigenous), and disabled women. When
white women got the right to vote in’
Canada, sometimes it took decades for
those laws to catch up for mainly
Indigenous and Asian women.
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One of the lines of feminist thought born from
this is known today as Africana womanism,
birthed from the disenfranchisement black women
faced regarding how often feminism revolved
strictly around white women. While the term
wasn't coined until Alice Walker's 1979 'Coming
Apart', authors like Dean Deborah Jacksen
consider it prevalent even back to the late
1800s. Aside from uplifting black women's
experiehces and being spearheaded by black
feminists, Jackson describes a big difference
petween the theories: “{f]eminiSm... sought an
independence from and exclusion of male
participation that Africana Womanism does not
promote”. Specifically, she cites the movement
during the post-enslavement era, pointing out E L
how black women fought for the expansion of ‘ ?( i

rights for black men, alongside black wowen,

and celebrated when black men gained the right
to vote, even though black women were still

3 disenfranchised and the fight wash't over.
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. is an attractive white Syoman, so by proxy
people who don't fit into that mold feel

that the label doesn’'t include them.
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From this thought came the woxrd ‘womyn’,
'\'L‘ first used in a 1975 issue of Lesbian [~
™ Connection that announced the Wolf Creek
" Womyn’s Festival (today, it’s WolLF Fest),
¢ the radical feminist festival. The 3
festival was and is still only open to 3
‘womyn-born-womyn’ , or ‘females who || g
1L | survived girlhood’ according to them, —ig:
F 'discriminating and barring trans-women
T from being welcome to the women’s fest.
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Womyn is a word designed to erase the Q,g !
uffix of man/men to deliberately exclude ©
trans women, who they view as the ‘men’ §
', excluded from *womyn’, as they-view them 5|
§ 70 as men by being birthed with male :
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Fhe word ‘womsn’, with the opposie imentians off
Al

Swonnon’, aims toonelude anvone who wishes o
sett-rdentin with the word, Waornnn was ereared 10
recognise the facy that the wdea ol womanhood s

G : .
intinite and ineludes more than just cisgender

warnen, including teansgendie and noabinar




2¥ 001 S ALLIN23]

cNBILATIBA2Y 2ME M9
=2HM G A8 A

ARVNEILATOA

83 LVHAMM

EAOA N




Even without Januuige or direct communication. itis obvious
that many resources with the intention of cmpm\crmcm

»tollowa Eurm,enmc \\hlte cis, abled modet of temnmty, ;

those who do not fitinto these apeuﬁc criteria are not thought B '
i of when one thinks of a woman, so ofien by default. they arc :

rarelv rcpresenxed and empowered by the imagery, resOUrCes.

ctc. That is given the most attention and time.
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*‘-%& Health care is a pamcularly difficult landscape for
marginalized people to navigate, reproductive healthcare even
more 50. One group not often considered in this is trans
people, frequently resources and language used by medical -
professionals is overtly gendered. categonzing anything
involving a uterus as a “women's issue”, which leaves many
peuple behmd g Noagaet 'A'F," 2

It’s Not Just: Cls-Women That
Need Access to Abortlons I
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VHow do we move forward? How do we ensure, WI_: [~

we don’t repeat history?

We find an answer in feminist subcultures
' that uplift the same marginalized voices :;
w

that the mainstream movements tend to
| * ignore. We are only as free as our most
disenfranchised member. It's essential to

. consider issues that may not affect us,

and how those issues affect others. It's|
», hot enough to just fight for ourselves,
lu individually we do not have nearly as !

much power as we have as a collective.

It's essential to utilize our numbers and

fight for what's right as a team, rather

[% than as an individual.

1f your feminism isn’ t inolusive, it

Tl

w”..-ﬁu



T






