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mﬂs a traawife?

Sha's F mothcr. she's the girl next door, she's w right wing pundit, she's

a homemaker, she's & shield. muiden fo- while supremacy, she's un

antifeminist, she's a debt free virgin without tattous, she'sa heacon of

femmity, she's @ Cliristian, she's a throwback tu (he 1950s, she's a
ot shm: arole model, she's a godly woman, she's a wife.
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tradwife is @ T(‘S\‘lf
politics to paganisni.

One of the most obvious inspirations comes from - 1950¢
American ideas around femininity and the nuclear family, While
this is obviously an aesthetic I enjoy, the actual functional aspects
of this culture that we look fondly coexisted with and in fact
refied upon massive racial ineguality, extrenie homophobia, and
widespread exploitation of women. The traditional murriages at
this time stripped ail autonomy from women, punished deviance
from the norm and generally resulted in married women at this
time reporting dramatically fower rates of mental healtis.
According to one study at the time, “married women have higher
rates of mental diserder than married men, and in most cases the
preponderance of women is substantial”

Aceording 1o that same study, Never married or formerly man’fed
men have higher rates of mental iliness than currently mar?ied
men. Generally women in this period reported less marrage
satisfaction al this time than men.

Julia Hava




As well as this, modern tradwife pulls a lot from the

Fog . & s e very
old idea of Christian Complementarianism, 3

Complementarianism is the belief that the hible
prescribes clear roles for men and women. A husband is
considered 1o have the God-given responsibility to
provide for, protect, and lead his family. A wife 15 to
respect her husband, and serve as his helper in managing,
ihe household and nurturing the next generation.
Women also cannot hold many professional or clerical
roles. The more polite complementarians will insist that
these roles are of equal status. The phrase used to
describe  this is “ontologically equal, functionally
different” however the end result is always the same.
Women are restricted in their choices and
subservient to the men i their ife.
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The
social media tradwife pipeline.

“Tradwives serve a great
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fanguage 10 gt all tradwives as exclusively tirade up by

supremacists cuch as the Guardian article “Ateet the
spradwives who hate feminism and adore Frump,” Which states that * They abhor
feminigin, hate anyone LGBT, decry the disintegration of gender pinaries and rail against

anvone non-white The Stepford wives go bitterly political.”

Many articles like 10 use spectiic
the wost voral and obvious white,
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guthoritanianism of their ideology”
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big deal?

so what's the

So what's the problem? Many defenders of the tradwifc movemen| reference the
idea of choice feminism. The idea that first and second wave feministe worked so
bard in order to give women the right to choose. If some of them choose to stay
at home and submit to their husband why shouldn't they? That's their right.
Mavbe all of the think pieces, reaction videos. angry comments and even this
zine itself are all just a bunch of spiteful, man hating feminists being mean to
these poor women becanse we think all women should act exactly like us. Shave
vour head and 2o to work and get gay married,

; Jo whirts <.L?ehe"
if a sister wunis to bake up a storny, tron hr§ shtf :: :i;ei;:wgk
place is in the home and actively parent as a pric v el
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When 1 duydrram about getting to stay home raising children,
'm not wishing for some return to a mythical ‘conveption of
family values. 'm wishing for universal basie i income.
Tradwives are pitching women domestic subjugation when the
real solution is economic freedom.
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As an example, | want to reference the power and control circle, The Power
and Control Wheel is & tool created by the Domestic Abuse Intervention
Project in Duluth, MN and used by the Natinnal Domestic Violence Hotline
to track patterns of domestic abuse as well as illustrating common tactic
abusers use to keep survivors in abusive relationships.




Tllw tenants of the Tradwife movement unamhiguously intersects
with 'lhe. wheel in three categories; Using economic abuse usin
male pm'i.lege. and using isolation. (It also arguably inter;-ects Efit‘h
uthfr sections in many cases, but those similarities are Jess blatantly
obvious.) )

When vou submil o a man, when you quil your job, whes you
devote yourself to vour funily at the expense of outside
relutionships, you lose nearly wll the defeases against or escape
from domestic abuse. If all the finances are controlled by a man
and you ever try to leave him you may be left with no money
and a lengthy gap in your resume. Were there more social safety
nets in society that protected single mothers then this lifestyle
would have fewer risks. but as it stands the tradwife lifestyle is
.- 0ot a safe possibility for the majority of women,
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