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FORTIFYING DEFENSES, DELINEATING COMMUNITIES

INVESTIGATING THE SOCIOPOLITICAL ASPECTS OF COAST SALISH FORTIFICATIONS

BILL ANGELBECK & COLIN GRIER

Douglas College Washington State U
New Westminster, BC, Canada Pullman, WA, US



OUTLOOK

* Assess sociopolitical
complexity of Coast Salish
groups through defensive
sites and practices

* Aim is to show how
fortifications materially
exhibit the tensions of
Coast Salish sociopolitical
organization, revealing a
fluidity and flexibility of
sociopolitical forms
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COAST SALISH SOCIAL STRUCTURE

* Not Egalitarian
[ranked or sometimes stratified]

* Household as primary sociopolitical unit
[autonomous economically; locally hierarchical]

* Villages as clusters of households
[not a coherent polity; decentralized in hierarchy]

» Affinal alliances with other households
[social networks with adjacent or distant households]
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AFFINAL
ALLIANCES

ALLIANCES:
Households
intermarry with other
households:
potlatches held to
highlight alliance.

EXCHANGE: Sharing
SOUTHERN ;
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ALLIES IN DEFENSE:
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resources and kin
Washington, US




CHARACTERIZATIONS OF COAST SALISH LOCAL GROUP AUTONOMY

Category Characterization

“clusters of villages”

Regional Group / Tribe

(Kennedy 2000:3)
Village “house clusters”
9 (Barnett 1955:253)
Bilateral Kinshi tions; flexibl bership:
Household ilatera ms”lp options ex.l. e”mem ership
clusters of families
— “atomistic” (Mitchell 1992);
Individual ( )

strong “individualism” (Suttles 1987; Amoss 1978)



Afghani Proverb

It is me against my brothers;

It is my brothers and me against our cousins;
And it is our cousins, my brothers and me
against the world.

Barfield, Thomas J.
2004 Problems in Establishing Legitimacy in Afghanistan.
Iranian Studies 37: 263-93.
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Angelbeck, Bill

2016 The balance of autonomy and alliance in anarchic societies:
the organization of defences in the Coast Salish past.
World Archaeology 48(1):51-69.
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Angelbeck, Bill

Coast Salish past. World Archaeology 48(1):51-69.



Trench-embankment. Rocky Headland setting

Manor Point, Vancouver Island (DbRv-13

Trenched Area




Trench-embankment: Rocky Headland setting
Manor Point (DbRv-13




Trench-embankment: Bluff setting
Cardale Point, Valdes Island (DgRv-1)

o

Trench-embankment
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Trench-embankment: Peninsular Spit setting
Rebecca Spit, Quadra Island (EaSh-6)
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PALISADED VILLAGE

With TRENCH-EMBANKMENT

In Upper Skagit territory i.\_‘/w |
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Current Anthropology Volume 53, Number 5, October 2012

Table 4. Dates for postcontact defensive sites documented historically and ethnographically

Palisaded fortification Year(s) Source(s)*
Suxtcikwi’ifi 1860—1880s Gunther 1927:183-184

Cowichan area 1850s Grant 1857:300

Shingle Point 1853 Gordon 1853

Keekullukhun 1850s MacDonald 1990; Suttles 2004
Kullukhun 1850s MacDonald 1990; Suttles 2004
Swinomish fort 1800-1850s Sampson 1972

I-eh-nus 1847 Kane 1971

Cadboro Bay 1844 Bolduc 1843-1845; Newcombe n.d.
Dungeness Spit 1841 Pickering 1854:15-16

Penn Cove 18381842 Wilkes 1845

Rocky Point 18381842 Wilkes 1844

Blaine Fort 1820-1858 Suttles 1951:322-323

Guemes fort 1820-1830 Suttles 1951:43, 322-323

Gooseberry Point 1820-1830 Stern 1934:101-102; Suttles 1951:37-38, 322-323
Salmon Bay 1800-1820s Barnett 1944:266-267

S.béliuq" 1800-1840 Collins 1974:13, 1980:6

South Vancouver Island 1792 Galiano and Valdes (Gunther 1927:63)

* Details on sources are provided in Angelbeck (2009).

Palisaded Residential Villages from 1792 to 1880.




Traits of Late Period Trench-Embankment Sites vs.
Postcontact Stockaded Villages

TRAIT LATE PERIOD POSTCONTACT
TRENCH-EMBANKMENT SITES STOCKADED VILLAGES
USE TEMPORARY REFUGE RESIDENTIAL
MIDDEN DEPTH THIN (CA. 30 CM) THICK (> 2M)
BLUFF-TOPS, ROCKY HEADLANDS, BEACHES,
LANDFORMS HIGH PENINSULAR SPITS RIVER BANKS AT CONFLUENCES
SIZE SMALL TO MODERATE MODERATE TO LARGE
HOUSE FEATURES LESS PROMINENT MORE PROMINENT
TRENCH SINGLE OR DOUBLE TRENCH
FEATURES EMBANKMENTS LESS COMMON
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SIZE OF DEFENSIVE STRUCTURES

5,000

3,750
2,500
e

Underground House  Trench-Embankment Stockade

B Area of Defensive Structure
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CONCLUDING
POINTS

Defensive sites exhibit the flexibility and
fluidity of Coast Salish sociopolitics

Multiple scales of defensive sites

underground refuges, T-E forts,
stockaded villages

Multiple scales of defensive networks

Intervisibility of rock wall sites, of T-E
forts, and inter-village military coalitions
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