A QUEER GARFIELD ZINE BY MAGGIE D. WALDRON
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“Garf Loves You" by Ava Shahres
@bastanipop

“0Odie used Lick" by Meg Mead
@megmeadia

“A Changed Garf" by Zaena Tesfa

“Is Garfield Nonbinary?” by Auttumn 6.1
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A Family Js More Than Just One Thing.
Families Can Come Jn Any Shape Or Size.

|
Family 38 More Than Just A Dad, A Mom. and Birth Children. 1
Family 7s Any Group Who Cares For And, Protects One Anather g

A Family Can Even Be A Lesbian Milf
And The Funny Cartoon Cat She Loves..










Novembier 1st, 2021 started quste nonmally for me | remember it vividly, 1 woke varly. as was
ey atual i those mnocent days, and lefl the bouse to get about my errands 1 had to get blovdwirk done,
pwhed up iy prescription. boughit grocenies and read a tew chaplers of & book tor schout while | rode the
skyltn i peace. At 3 25 pmi | entered my Jocal library, mtent on perlormimg some quick printing. Whea
suddenly my phone - baving been disconnected from the mtemnet all day—began vibrating wildly wm my
pocket 1 opened it to see o burrage of notifications flouding my fockscieen, DMs on twiiter MESSALES 0N
instapram, snapchats, menbons in discord servers, from dogens of friends and acquaintunces, all
conttimny the same mysterious lisk. When | chieked the aforementioned hink, 1 saw the witicle from Fhe
Hulfvwood Reporter that would permancatly alter the course of my lite for the worse Chirstopher
Michael FPratt had been cast as the famoos fat feline Garfield, 1t was dey astating a3 u ltkelong garler 1o
see the nesys that Gartreld would be so grossly mistepresented on the plobal stage

This essay serves w explam why Chistopher Pratt is the mcorreet choice 1o play Gasfield, amd
addittonally, how we vould stfl stop hun. Winle P sure 1 could focus exclusively upon Mr Peatt's mornal
characten Twonld prefed to ocus on his acting ability and has onscreen peisoma, for nather or well suited
ot be plavenyg the mfamous Fatcat To play Gartield requires @ cemtam onvee, an effervescent quality of
mvischick chansma and smvasm that tequues a centasm amount of depth as an aetor (w balance with s
tademark Latssez faste attitude That s a depth Pratt does not pussess. tor truly, he 1s so neredibly
shallow, there is nothng imsade i Hle 1s o blank man besetl of any wdentity one woukd recogniae as

hanin. ot 15 unknown whether he was once teuly 4 man betore being sucked dry by the entertanment
hestory, o #f be was always Just a shell of a man. and s witial dadebro dhispuise has simply waned m
fecent years 15 thes the man we want vorcmg everybudy s ivounte fa cat? 1s thas what we. the
dedicated fans-nay, zealots-uf Garfickd DESERVE? { say no | say we rebel We cun dethrone hun
somchow Hut how do you sabuotage the career of such a man” Whose shallow. bottons of the basre!, msuss
appeal brand scems alinost tadw made to not only survive, bt Nowrish in the idea-depraved Hollvwood
m Phe simple, obivicus and only unswer 15, black muypik,

Alewster ! Crowley was an English Oceuinst, poel, Novehst, Mountaineer, and bisexaal
who. despite hes dubions eibical behaviour, Laid the groundwork For the ocenlt pracices we will use to
remove My Prant from our beloved Gartield franchise Crowley was a believer i the shiective existence
ulmagse, o term whach he gave mudtiple different deliniions 10 over the course of his carcer. However

the detimtion that |wish e tocus on comes iom Crowley 's 1929 text, Magack i Pheory and Practice, m
which he defines Magick as “the Science and Art ol cansing change o ocenr i conformity with Wall"
Luluetic 2003 p 1) Crowdey s witings went on 1o mspire later writers and magicians, one of which

bemg Gramt Momison

fn the Jetters page Tor issue 14 of the anvisibles Munisun gave instructions for a sex magick rifual
W suve the comie, The Invisibles, from cancetlation | asking the readers “who would Iike 1o continue
1ealing FHE INVISIBLES to partiespate s an act of global magick " (Grant 1995, pg 16) and went on ta
detand that this partscular ntsal would sblize “the masturbation method of sigil=charging (Grant 1995, pg
o Fsay. we can do the same, wsing the power of chaos mawic 1o a simlar fashion The rtual is simple, |
have supphied s suab for us. the dedicated garfers of the world, to use i a simibar ritual At 2 22 am o
January 15t We will undertake the ritual, and at the moment of orgasm, when “consciousness blinks we
will tocus upes the syad. cleasing our nunds of everything else, and oust Cheds Praft from the Garlield

movie Tus. pentle reader. 15 how we can still win
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For twO weeks now, | have been haunted by ghastly wisions of Noted
Armencan canoomist. screenwiiter and poducer, sm Daws Two reghts ago |
awoie with an urge for fakan f00d | tried (o gel back 1 sieep but | couldn it
dched at the back of mry braen. the wige | wasnthungry | just craved & The
fich woulgnt leave me unti | got out of bed and went 1o the kdchen Resting m
my empty refngetator, as f warbing for me was a reshly baked lasagna
Under the stenie hght of the tndge | tell my knees buckied as | fei lo the
ground and began lo gevour Knell as  n suppication o some shnine of
gluttony | tore heapng fistfuls of pasta tormato and cheesa, | tned to pull back
but [ coulont | fell my hand shove it mi0 My open maw with mhuman force
teanng my (Ps and acking my teeth That s when | saw hun

-

Noted Amencan canoonist, screenwite: and protucer Jim Davis was
crouched animakstcally o the corner of my kichen fus face contorted. his
Embs foided in awen Contatons. his moorsh gyas walching me Stanng at
me Taking ncte of every stramed movement | wanted 10 scream but my ungs
were (oo full of geamy ncotta cheesé liing and nch meaty tomato sauce |
was drowning in i And yet 1 could not siop  The @asagna pan in the nage
grew no less fuil as the niuat continued My stomach dsiended and my lungs
burst biood mingling with pasta as | passed out on my kichen ficor All the
whise Noted Amencan canconisl screcnwiiel and producer, Jim Davis
walched ¢ all. gnniing f all i § woke up the next moming Covered n
lasagna and gore :

i
} Just today | Uied 1o reiax for ust one moment | 53w him again He sat on my
ceiling devounng a smat dog  The dog shook and spasmed Trying to
escape om the ortcally acclinmed canoonist Jim Dawis did not relent
pulkng organs and visceta from (he poor creature with kmp casual moticns
He did nol axert wmsel!, to lem the greature was nothing, its body was
nothing . its skin tore hxe white Cardboard s hus hands | fell a queasiness
nsing up into me | ran 1o the Saroom. iocked the door and began o vomdt |
had to expal the image from my body semehow | stumbied over 1o the sink
and runming the water hot ned 1o wash oul the taste that the poor J0gs
mutiaton had el 0 my heart, then Then from behing my shower curtan |
heard 1 Some quset murmunng

el




No. no | didn't see him come in | locked the door Even with his impossible
geometnes surely a iocked door still held some sancuty, but no

the curtan there sat Noted Amencan Canoonust. screenwnter, and producer
Jim Dawis He was squatted unnaturaity. thin legs foided n alien coNtortions
beneath s independently rotating torso Jim Dawis arms apped icosely,
Slapping kimply against its chest and back as d shook Mis dl-fting wet biack
button up paired with its twilchy unnatural movements Gave the impress«on of
A ragged garbage bag caught on barped wire, fiting and lapping in the wind
His drooping coid eyes stanng through me his hideous maw flapping,
Murmunng in that tigh pitched tired voice

[ '™ not overwesght I'm undertal
The murmuning became intoning

| "Love me, teed me. never leave me -
That intoring became a shnek

"Beg fat hasry deal ”

R¥ ! screamed. trying to silence him But Noted American cartoonist,

screenwriter. and producer. Jim Dawis did not stop his uncanny gibbering
was unfailenng | ran from the room. vision biurred, ears s58 rnging wih
those relatable and sarcastic quips | ran 10 my room and buned my face nto
my bed. The blanket was damp Wet sticky wilh some unknown substance
3 Gl E A e ————
Against my better judgment | opened My eyes to see 3 small orange feline
face next to mine. gasping for ar ke a fish The cal was fused into my bed at
the waste. not a clean fusing, a messy dismemberment and reconfiguration
j Feline skin strelched out. gore and viscera spifing out of tearing stitches. The
[j 3 screamed. ds distorted animal vocal ciumsily mimicking a human voice. 1t |
f screamed for death. and | screamed for god. But there 18 no god Only noted
American canoonist, sCreenwniter, and producer, Jam Davis




TlluStrations By
Maggi€ D. Waldton

a quiet coffee shop on a rainy day, two friends sit at a smaif table.
Jennifer: Thanks for inviting me out Fern. | rarely see you nowadays.

Fern: | have been consumed by an idea and thought that you may hold the key to its
synthesis.

Jennifer: So this isn't just a social call?

Fern: It's a social call with purpose. Jennifer,
you are a big fan of Garfield correct?

Jennifer: Of course who isn't, he's the world's
most relatable cat, character for that matter.

Fern: I'm glad you bring up their relatability, it is
the topic for which | most want to discuss with a
fellow Garf enthusiast.

)
-

Jennifer: What do you mean? Garfield's relatability is his appeal; it's why he is such an
incredible cultural bulwark. When you see Garfield you see yourself. His relatability is
so obvious it tenures no discussion.

Fern: Do obvious things not deserve discussion? It is obvious to me that
Garfield is non-binary, but | still wish to discuss
it.

Jennifer: How could Garfield be non-binary, that
would make him less relatable. Garfield is a man,
it is clearly shown in the text. Non-binary people
are uncommon, how would thst be relatable? Just
as most people Garfield existsavithin the gender
binary.




Fern: Where in the text is Garfield called a man? How
would a binary identity make them more relatable? Is
gender not a speclrum? Garfield is non-binary as they
exist between the bimodal peaks of gender. By doing so
they are relatable to everyone.

Jennifer: | think you are projecting yourself onto
Garfield. Look, the debate is settied. The Washington

Post reached out to Jim Davis and it was confirmed
! Garfield was a straight male. The author himself has

answered the question. To humor your other questions,
the answer is that most people are not trans, hence a cis

-
i@;}__&/ Garfield is more relatable.

Fern: When did | say Garfieid is trans? | simply said they are non-binary. Garfield exists
without gender, neither AFAB or AMAB, they ACAB, assigned cat at hirth. Jokes in which
other people would bring up being a man or a woman Garfield refers to being a cat. Meta
textual evidence such as you have used for evidence holds little weight as Jim Davis
himself has contradicted it in the past.

Jennifer: Assigned cat at hirth that is ridiculous Fern. Garfield has a girlfriend, Garfield fills
in male roles in the comics, Garfield is not non-binary, He is a cis man.

Fern: Just because Garfield fills the role of a man on
occasion does not mean they do not fill the role of a
woman on oceasion. More often however Garfield fills
the role of a gluttonous cat, outside of convenient
gender. Why do you feel the need to ascribe a binary

gender role to a character defined by their relatability? P.*Q

Jennifer: | better not miss my bus, it's been nice . ‘ﬁ
talking to you as always Fern. EE v ? i




|

Garfield, his identity manglaed beyond repair, stands upon a chff
with strong resalve. In a final desperate plea, John hapes he is
able to reach the creature whom he once called a friend

“A Cranged Grart”

By Zaena Te NN
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GARFIELD’S WAR ON CHRISTIANITY.

¥R As time progresses we find ourselves trapped in an increasingly godless world.”
this world-cuts, licensing and comic strips-have coalesced into a single hereticalidol who has decid
to wage war on Christian \dlll(“- [1is name is Gar, h( td

e

gﬁ%

Iu forces of strife in
v(.i

Garfield prnmotcs gluttony and sloth &
" Garfield comic strips showcase a sinful ht(‘sui(' pot seen since ¥
Sodom and Gomorrah. Garfield's love for lasagna and overeating
has become a central part of his identity and lifestvie, He spends his o
davs sleeping, and worse lounging.” Garfield also does his best to
avoid work. In Christianity, sloth and gluttony are considered two |
of the seven deadly sins. They are seen as a spiritual and moral
failing. By glorifving Garfield's sinful lifestyle, we cetebrate this
behaviour which goes against our greatest virtue: lhe pmu-\mnl

_ - 5 _ c\i\uz]« ethice. 5\ £
R S -‘m, =. = L] :

‘Garfield hates Mondays and, by extension, God.
Garfield is famously known for his disdain towards Mondays. ilis
reluctance to embrace the start of the work wee 2k is integral to his
charaeter. But, from a bitlical perspective, Mondays can be seen as a
symbol of new beginnings and healthy labour. In the hook of Genesis,
God ereated the world in six davs, starting with monday, and rested on
the seventh day (sunday), which is now observed as the Sabbath. By e

gn in heaven, great
ying to the seven ange
cast it into the earch: [

W

|

resting on Monday, Garfield exists as a counter point to God. An
wnti-God. Perhaps this is why Garfield has chosen to spend his days 22 et

torturing Jon Arbuckle, who, on April 29th, 1987, was revealed 1o be v emla &= -“Ann“
ging in a nightly praver before being interrupted by Garfield. For what can be more 3
God fearing, Christian man. Jon lc])r(wt'nt\, the archetvpal

- . X

N £

Christian, engag
abhorrent to an anti-God than a simpte,
believer. A man Garfield must destroy. A

WHO'P BE PUMB
H TO

(:.\rﬁeld encourages P.l;.,dn Cat worship ﬂ;
Peaple spend hours upon hours viewing cat images and coddling their H

BELIEVE THERE il
18 AZ.:&TJ;!NG " own cats to the point of idolatry. Cats are elevated to a god-like status,

‘The apex of this sin is the worship of Garfield. The sinful cat has a cult
following. Fans of Garfield (often sodomites) express their love tor the ¥
character through drawing obscene images, coveting merchandise, and
¥ even in dire cases making “zines”. The worship of Garfield goes against 4
the principles of Christianity. Our devotion should be directed towards
‘! God, not a fictiona! character. While Garfield may be entertaining and
enjovable, he should not become the object of our worship. Yet he has.

- l'[ FSIA PH&ISTuuvn.amw LRULECUL A S kg
e anly question now is why. Why would Jim 1

Christian values? Why would he ey erage the cl d‘;\ (Il‘tlfttp “.m‘ memelic de miurge to wage war on
not a Christian? Is he nol a PR ‘.) Sy hm“. 1 m. licensing to (‘]-(s{!:li’ a competitor to God? Is he
made covenant with the aduer .c ud!ll. Does he not wish to enter the kingdom of heaven? Has he
must be wary, for witches are NI(“ y? Lwill not speak on such dark questions. But as Christians we
are a ud\s(mmnp,mu( b\ acat,

<
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we love Jim, we oppreciote J.m
we think &J m Olways



[V T ——

NG PLACE 80 | Coonl |
b TAKE umm?u% %‘E'? ]

—~
R e

~CLONIIC! STRLY 2 Tl

i o7 U
!

§ Iy 3

1 \_5;
: gt

it Y J

, ;. s

‘ :

. o i P SR
l‘ Hin s s tth: WIREE, iy ] ==




Maggie D. Waldron
November 18th 2023
peggytime.fumblr.com





