
Public History and Pedagogy
Engaging Students Actively in History 
Via Commemorative Explorations

By Sally Mennill, PhD
Chair, History, Douglas College
mennills@douglascollege.ca



Cecil Rhodes, Capetown

Rhodes Must Fall activist accepts 

£40,000 Rhodes scholarship to 

study at Oxford University

https://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/rhodes-must-fall-activist-joshua-nott-accepts-40000-cecil-rhodes-scholarship-study-oxford-university-a7543201.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/rhodes-must-fall-activist-joshua-nott-accepts-40000-cecil-rhodes-scholarship-study-oxford-university-a7543201.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/student/news/rhodes-must-fall-activist-joshua-nott-accepts-40000-cecil-rhodes-scholarship-study-oxford-university-a7543201.html


James Marion Sims, NYC

J. Marion Sims, the Gynecologist 

Who Experimented on Slaves

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/04/j-marion-sims/558248/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2018/04/j-marion-sims/558248/


John A Macdonald, Victoria, BC

Conversation on future of Sir John A. 

Macdonald statue slated for May 2020

https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/conversation-on-future-of-sir-john-a-macdonald-statue-slated-for-may-2020-1.23891478
https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/conversation-on-future-of-sir-john-a-macdonald-statue-slated-for-may-2020-1.23891478


WWI commemoration

Trudeau pays homage to fallen Canadian soldiers at Vimy 
Ridge

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46164928

https://toronto.citynews.ca/2017/04/08/trudeau-dignitaries-pay-homage-fallen-canadian-soldiers-vimy-ridge/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2017/04/08/trudeau-dignitaries-pay-homage-fallen-canadian-soldiers-vimy-ridge/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46164928
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Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada

https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/culture/clmhc-hsmbc


Battlefields

Plains of Abraham, Quebec City
Battle of the Plains of Abraham

Queenston Heights
Parks Canada - Queenston Heights National 
Historic Site of Canada

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/battle-of-the-plains-of-abraham
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=500
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=500


Laura Secord

Full Image View: Laura Secord Homestead, Queenston, Ontario.Secord, Laura Ingersoll National Historic Person

http://vitacollections.ca/notlheritage/2483915/image/1389474
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=10041


Granny Ross Memorial School of Midwifery

Biography – LeJEUNE, MARIE-HENRIETTE – 
Volume VIII (1851-1860)

Henriette Le Jeune Ross (1762-1860)

http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/lejeune_marie_henriette_8E.html
http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/lejeune_marie_henriette_8E.html
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/182633297/henriette-ross


Fort Victoria fence pickets

Fort Victoria bastion SW corner of the fort

One HBC blanket was paid to Indigenous 
labourers per 40 pickets contributed.

https://archives.victoria.ca/fort-victoria-bastion-s-w-corner-of-the-fort


Royal Commissions
Royal Commissions are formal public 
inquiries into defined issues of public 
concern. Commissioners are appointed by 
the Governor-in-Council and have the 
power to conduct investigations by 
subpoenaing witnesses, take evidence 
under oath, requisition documents, and 
hire expert staff. (Royal Commissions)

Commissioners of the Royal Commission on the Status 
of Women in Canada.

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/royal-commissions
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/royal-commission-on-the-status-of-women-in-canada
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/royal-commission-on-the-status-of-women-in-canada


Royal Commission on National Development in the 
Arts, Letters and Sciences

Members of the Massey Commission in 1951.
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA

Sample 
submission to 
the Massey 
Commission, 
1949
Report of the Royal 
Commission on 
National 
Development in the 
Arts, Letters, and 
Sciences - National 
Library of Canada

https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/massey/h5-305-e.html


Currency Project

www.Bankofcanadamuseum.ca 

http://www.bankofcanadamuseum.ca


Local figures

Terry Fox Sir James Douglas

Canada 150: Mary Ellen Smith 

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/terry-fox-editorial
https://www.timescolonist.com/islander/sir-james-douglas-sinner-saint-or-both-1.23470993
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/canada-150-mary-ellen-smith-was-first-woman-elected-to-a-legislature-in-canada


Pitseolak Ashoona

Pitseolak Ashoona

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/pitseolak-ashoona


Queen Elizabeth II

www.BankofCanada.ca



Viola Desmond

Viola Desmond $10 bill wins international banknote of the year design award

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/viola-desmond-10-bill-wins-banknote-design-competition-1.5116527

